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TO ALL WHO ARE WILLING TO RECEIVE THE TRUTH 
IN THE LOVE OF IT. 


THE EPicuREAN GOD, NOT THE GOD OF THE MORMONS, AND THE 
READER OF THE CHRISTIAN HERALD PROVED TO BE BOTH A 
FALSE WITNESS, AND AN HyYPocrITE. 


“ For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have 
borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself 
against me; then [ would have hid myself from him: but it was thou, 
& man mine equal and mine acquaintance. 

“ We took sweet counsel together and walked to the house of God 
in company.”—Psalmist. 

‘In journeyings often in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in pe- 
rils by mine own countrymen, in perils ye heathen, in périls in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren.” 

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all tren the 
most miserable.—Paul. A writer, who (we suppose we must say 50) 
is of some little note, for he once ApvocaTEn the rights of the le, 
and at another time contended for the claims of the EMPIRE: 
at last condescended to notice Mormonism, and, after having beon 
identified with it for upwards of a year and a half, and having borne 
testimony time and again of its truth, and having endeavo to 63- 
tablish the same publicly and privity, from logical, Histori-+ 
cal, Philosophical, and Geographical evidence. He has now turned 
round to denounce Mormonism as an imposition, its theology as hea» 
thenism, its philosophy as atheism, its Ethics as consisting of pillage, 
murder, &c. 

But surely, this man, notwithstanding the peculiarly exhalted posi- 
tion amidst the literati of the world, to which he has attained 1 
being admitted a correspondent of the “Christian Herdid,”’ and the 

culiar authority and weight that must necessarily be possessed by 

im on account of his educational and philisophical attainments, yet 
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surely, he can never dream, that-such as love the truth will ever re- 
ceive his assertions as facts, his denounciations as unquestionable 
evidence, nor his base and ungrateful insinuations as demonstrations. 
No! They will do no such thing, for they will see by the context of 
the two letters, that he was one that knew something of Mormonism, 
both theoretically and practically, and they would enquire with an 
air of suspicion, who is he? What is his name? If all he says be 
strictly true why does he not make himself known that he might pub- 
licly realize the honor of having exposed the delusion. 

The whole stress of his two letters (it would be the height of folly 
to call them arguments) is against Apostle O. Pratt’s pamphlet, en- 
tiled, ‘“‘ The Great First Cause ;”’ he states, that O. P.’s philosophy 
is the same as that of the ancient Atheistical writers, and denounces 
it as “startling, flagitious, blasphemous, and insulting to common 
sense.” Now this writer knew, or should have known, that these 
words are only empty sounds, they are only like the disorderly and 
unmeaning scrawls of a child compared to a geometrical demonstra- 
tion. 

A proposition is either true or false, independent of any man, an- 
cient or modern, Christian or Jew, heathen or infidel; and it would 
better have beseemed a philosopher, if in place of making extracts 
from other men’s writing, and then raising the cry of heathen, infidel, 
atheist, &c., he had occupied the space in exhibiting the fallacy of the 
axioms, reasonings, or deductions of the author that he repudiates. 

The writer to the “Christian Herald,” subscribing himself Reader, 
we shall henceforth take the liberty to call Mr. B. 

Commencement of his first letter. 

B. writes, “‘ Until modern times,” says this sophist, “ the eter- 
nity of matter was received as a truism, or words to that effect ; but 
he does not condescend to tell us who they were that received this 
doctrine, nor who those are who still argue to support this atheistical 
assertion.” 

What could be Mr. B.’s intention in marking as a quotation, the 
words “the eternity,” but to convey the idea, that he was making a 
strictly literal quotation from the work referred to, and thus carry 
away the mind under the influence of education, and popular feeling, 
from an investigation of the truth or falseity of the question, is mat- 
ter eternal? Having thus attempted to carry away the mind of the 
reader, under the influence of prejudice and public feeling, he states, 
that, he (O. P.) did not condescend to tell who they were that receiv- 
ed such doctrine, &c. 

Now had he made a strict literal quotation from the work referred 
to, the falsehood of this statement would have been manifest, for it 
would have been seen that, although names were not given they were 
implied. The sentence reads as follows, “all the ancient schools of 
philosophy conceived every substance to be eternal, and it was not 
until modern times that men conjectured otherwise.”’ 
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Now what person reading the passage just cited but that would 
know, that at the very least, it impliedthe majority of such persons as 
belonged to the ancient schools of philosophy, and that if any of the 
servants or prophets of God belonged to any of the “ancient schools,” 
they must necessarily be included; but had he been more just in his 
quotations the falsity of his statement would have been more appar- 
ent. Apostle O. Pratt writes “ Admitting the contingent truth, that 
something now exists in space, as nothing cannot produce something, 
therefore it follows as a necessary truth, that something must have 
always existed in space. Each part of this eternal something must 
occupy a finite space, having length, breadth, thickness, and figure. 
To occupy space it must be solid, but solidity is only another name 
for matter, therefore this eternal something must be matter. 

That which as no extension, nor parts, nor relation to space and 
duration, is called immateriality, which is the negative of all exist- 
ence, or merely another name for nothing. : 

Having proved from the fact, that something now exists, that some- 
thing must have always existed, let us next enquire, have all sub- 
stances eternally existed. Upon this subject mankind are divided. 
(ne class assumes that part of the substances in space were created 
out of nothing by the other part which they are irresistibly compell- 
ed to believe is eternal. ‘The other class believe all substances to 
be eternal. We shall now proceed to show that the creation of one 
part of substances from nothing by another part, cannot be establish- 
ed by any necessity, experience, reason, analogy, or divine revelation.” 

We would now ask the reader that (O. P.) having included the 
testimony of revelation whether he did not include all the inspired 
penmen who had written, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ? 
And must not the man that would endeavour to prove otherwise be 
an adapt sophist. ° 

Now, why did not Mr. B. take the reasonings of Orson Pratt, and 
show their sophistical character; was it because he did not possess 
sophistry enough to cireumvent them. om 

Why did he fly to extracts from Atheistical writers, instead of ap- 
pealing to reason and revelation? Was he conscious that they were 
not on his side. 

He must have known, that it was no evidence that matter was not 
eternal, because some had contended for its eternity who denied the 
influence of intelligent principles, powers, or beings, in the organiza- 
tion and government of the universe, any more than the denial of 
the possession of any given quality by an object would be esteemed 
as an evidence of the none existence of the object referred to. We. 
are reminded of a modern Atheist, who once adduced as an evidence 
of the none existence of diety, the fact, that he had several times 
prayed the Lord to send him some sacks of flour into his kitchen, 
but that not one had been sent. : 

We shall now proceed to make extracts from ‘The Great First Cause,’ 
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that the reader may see the wickedness of the man who could class 
its author with Atheists, who deny the evidence of intelligence and 
design, in the erganization and government of the universe. 

“ All the materials of the universe with which we are acquainted 
exhibit actions which in all cases are produced by self—moving forces, 
for no other forces do or can exist. Those particles of this self-moy- 
ing substance which constitute the world, and which are generally 
known under the name of ponderable substances do not act at random, 
but act systematically and intelligently.” 

The difference between the self-moving theory and the attracting 
hypothesis is to be found, not in the resulting phenomena, for they 
are and must be the same, but in the cause which produce these 
phenomena. 

Page 5. 

Ali theologists who adopt the a{tracting hypothesis, require a great 
first cause, who not ouly gives laws to blind unconscious, unintelli- 
gent matter, but also forces it to act according to those laws. 

All theolegists who shall adopt the self-moving theory will require 
the great first cause itself to consist of conscious, intelligent, self- 
moving particles, called the Holy Spirit, which prescribe laws for 
their own action, as well as laws for the action of all other intelli- 
gent materials. An unintelligent particle is incapable of understand- 
ing or obeying a law, while an intelligent particle is capable of both 
understanding and obedience. It would be entirely useless for an in- 
telligent cause to give laws to unintelligent matter, for such matter 
could never become conscious of such laws, and therefore would be 

incapable of obedience. An intelligent cause cannot force un- 
intelligent matter to act in any manner without the aid of intelligent 
matter in actual contact with it. As far as our observations extend 
the ‘matenials of the universe exhibit a constant succession of phe- 
nomena according to fixed rules. Now these materials must either 
act themselves, being intelligent and possessed of a self-moving 
wer, or, if unintelligent, they must be acted upon by the contact of 
inteHigent materials ; in the latter case the intelligent materials must 
be, at least, equal in quantity to the unintelligent, and must be as 
extensively dispersed, uniting with and acting upon each unintelli- 
gent atom, wherever order or a definite law characterizes the pheno- 
mena. 


The amount of intelligent matter in space must be inconceiveably 
great; it exists in vast quantities in all worlds, regulating and con- 
trolling every department of nature according to fixed laws. 

All these selmoving materials must be possessed of a high degree 
of intelligence, in order to obey with such perfect and undeviating 
exactness the innumerable laws which obtain in the universe. Page 10. 
_ Again, referring to the organization and adaptation of nature he 

writes, ‘How can we for a moment doubt that the selection was mad 
by a wise, designing, intelligent cause.” Page 12. ' 
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There are laws given to govern substances that act voluntary un- 
der the influence of wisdom, knowledge, and will. 

This same Apostle writes in another place, “ The Holy Spirit be- 
ing one part of the Godhead, is also a material substance * * * * 

t exists in vast unmeasurable quantities in connection with all ma- 
terial worlds. This is called God in the scriptures as well as the 
Father and Son. * * * * God the Holy Spirit is omnipresent—it 
extends through all space, oe with all other matter,—* * * 
* * #* Jt must exist in inexhaustable quantities, which is the only 

ssible way for any substance to be omnipresent. All the innumera- 
ble phenomena of universal nature are produced in their origin by 
the actual presence of this intelligent all-wise and all-powerful ma- 
terial substance called the Holy Spirit. It is the most active matter 
in the universe, producing all its operations according to fixed and 
definite laws enacted by itself, in conjunction with the Father and 
the Son. What are called the laws of nature are nothing more nor 
less than the fixed method, by which this spiritual matter operates. 
Each atom of the Holy Spirit is intelligent * * * * Its distin- 
guishing characteristics from other matter are its allmighty powers 
and infinite wisdom, * * Absurdities of immaterialism.—Page 29. 

He, in another place, writes “ He (Gop) could divide the waters 
of the sea and hold them up by the actual presence of His Holy Spi- 
rit which not only moves on the face of the waters; but is likewise in 
and through the waters, governing them and controlling all the ele- 
ments according to the mind of God. It is the actual presence of 
this Spirit that produced all the phenomena ascribed to the laws of 
nature, as well as many of the deviations from those laws commonly 
called miracles: it extends, like the golden rays of the bright lumi- 
nary of heaven, through all extent; it spreads life and ha — 
through all the various species of animated beings, and gil 8 the 
starry firmament with a magnificent splendor, celestial, immortal and 
eternal.—Ibid, page 32. 

How can Mr. B. make this sentiment to be one with Atheistical 
writers ; he will be able to do so when he can prove that, blind and 
anconscious are synonimous with intelligence and will, order and de- 
sign with fortutious and chance, voluntary and freedom with neces- 
sity and fatality. When he can make a belief in the sacred seri 
tures with all the events therein recorded called miraculous to be the 
same as the most positive denial of the truthfulness of the Bible and 
the most unequivocal repudiation of all miracles. When he can show 
how the sentiment of the man who believes in the God who deluged the 
world, destroyed. Sodom and Gomorah, slayed the first-born of the 
Egyptians, divided the red sea,d&c. Who sent his son to redeem fallen 
man, whom he raised from the dead on the third day, and who havin 
ascended into heaven is seated on the right hand of his Father, ani 
for whose sake the Father is ever ready to listen to the prayers of the 
saints, can be the same with the man’s who writes “ dost thou really 
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believe that thy weak prayers will induce her to stop her eternal march, 
that thy sickly desires can oblige her to change her everlasting course.”’ 
When he can do this. 

He will .then be able to prove that which his mind was once in- 
tent upon. He will be able to demonstrate not only that there is no 
over-ruling Providence; but also that there is no God. Would one 
hundred pounds assist him in such an undertaking ? 

What must be the state and character of the person who could thus 
misrepresent.the sentiments of another, and that without once conde- 
scending to notice even one single argument adduced in favour of that 
which he. condemns, and all this misrepresentation done under an as- 
sumed love of truth and integrity ; as truth proceeds from God and 
falsehood from the Devil, how applicable the words of the Saviour 
“ye are of your Father the Devil, who is a liar from the beginning.” 

-We.defy Mr. B. to extricate himself from the shame and disgrace 

that .will necessarily follow him on account of his pervertion and gross 
misrepresentation of another’s sentiments, for there is not a single sen- 
tence marked by him as a quotation that is strictly and literally cor— 
rect. 
In his 8th paragraphhe writes “ Having deified part of matterhe subse- 
quently says that by the deified portion of matter all things were made 
Or Him,” “What 0. Pratt actually writes is “ He is in all things and 
through all things, and the law by which all things are governed and 
all things are not only by him and for him but oF him ;” pray had he 
forgot Paul’s testimony who wrote ‘“ One God and Father of all who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all.” If he is through all 
and in all must not all be or him. 

In another place he said “In him we live, and move, and have a 
being.”’ 

Mr. B. further writes “ Our unhappy Duke lately in the neighbour- 
hood of Shoreditch, London, paid dearly for-his adherence to the Mor- 
mon church, as in the course of a year or so they eased him of nearly 
£3000. What does he mean by the term eased, does he think the 
money was borrowed from the duke and that afterwards it was told 
his friends that he had given it. Although this duke’s tale is strange 
to us, we are bold to affirm that whatevor amount was obtained from 
him, he gave it voluntarily ; and that every penny of it was applied 
for the very express purpose for which it had been donated, except 
such sums as might be given to elders_for their private use; some, of 
such sums, may have been applied by them for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God, and for the relief of distressed brethren, as 
has been done in Sydney, and that to Mr. B. himself. 

He, Mr. B., further writes “ There are not many in this city that 
support their pernicious dogmas, but some of these have been made 
wise through the medium of a drainage on their purse, and have cut 
them.” 

- Admitting this statement to be true what would any honest person 
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think of such persons, that only esteemed truth and salvation as worth 

so many pounds, shillings, and a ; but we are prepared to give 

the most unqualified denial to the above statement, and defy him to 
roduce the names of any such persons. 

That the public may understand something definitely in relation to 
the drainage referred to, we have determined to publish the following 
letter, addressed to the President, which came to hand just as he was 
sitting down to breakfast on the morning of the date which it bears. 

New Town, 25TH JuLy, 1853. 
My Dear President Farnham, 

| Your address to the public has just been handed 
to me, I am obliged to you for the persual of the same, I like the 
mould into ‘which you have cast the introduction far before that of 
P. P. Pratt’s you and he must pardon the comparison, I say it with all 
deference, notwithstanding the overwhelming popularity of that great 
man. I think the publication likely to do a vast deal of good to the 
cause you so zealously and faithfully preside over in this colony. I was 
favoured yesterday with an English paper of the 24th of March, con- 
taining an account of the transition in the minds of the Jews from 
their “‘ Mishna”’ and the “ ‘lalmud” to the reading of the Old Tes- 
tament. | 

A Society has been formed in London among them for the purpose 
of making arrangments for them to go to the land of their Fathers! 
When you favour us with another visit I hope to have the pleasure 
of showing it to you. The periodical you purpose to issue is a bold 
undertaking in this stolid community, that only supports one daily pa- 
per while it leaves the other to struggle as best it can with the winds 
and waves of adverse fortune. | 

To the shame and lamentable disgrace of this city be it said that at 
various times sundry publications from a duodecimo to folio, and from 
that toa magazine have all died in their infancy trom a want of that 
nourishment which ought to have been administered, and had the said 
been French or American: the utmost care would have been bestow- 
ed on the efforts of those who cater for the public taste. Out on 
such a groveling crew as there are in this place—However there is a 
specific difference between “ Zion’s Watchman” and any thing that 
has yet been placed before the apathetic Sydneyites. Its aim and 
object are diametrically opposite to either of those issues which have 
heretofore been sent forth from the press. It is therefore to be pre- 
sumed that our Editor will have a very different report to make to 
Zion than had any of the unfortunates to their subscribers. May the 
Lord grant his blessing on your praiseworthy labors. Amidst your 
manifold fuctions it is quite possible that the application I made to 
you on Friday, to apply to the church to assist me in paying the rent, 
and for some means of obtaining necessaries for my family, may have 
escaped your notice, but should you have still retained us in your re- 
collection I hope you will pardon me for having attempted to refresh. 
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your memory. On the result of two days subscription for us hangs 
our fate, whether we are to continue housed or to be houseless. Had 
Tin any way been instrumental to my affliction I should have been 
ashamed to ask for any help, although I find even in that case, by the 
book of Mormon, page 154, I should be ope ustified, and I find 
that there is an unconditional command of our Lord in his address 
on the mount to the same effect, admist all my misery I feel none 
greater than to appeal to the liberality of my brethren for a supply 
of the means of existence. May the Lord of his infinite mercy speedily 
raise me up, and open a way whereby this melancholy alternative may 
be suspended, is the fervent and frequent prayer of my dear President, 
your very humble and distressed Brother, in the new and everlasting 
covenant. I was and so were we all grieved to hear of the bulletin 
Maria brought us to day of your health. Bad as my condition is 
{ would not change places with one who possessed the wealth of Em- 
pires out of the church of Jesus Christ of L. D. S. I know just 
enough at present to make me to see the Great OcEAN or TRUTH 
that lies before me. Please to accept our very best thanks for all 
that-you have done for us, and for all that you desire to do, and be- 
lieve me, with the greatest respect and esteem, 
t Yours, 
Most faithfully, 

JAMES BEATTY. 

We extract the following from a note addressed to the President of 
the Sydney Branch upon a begging suit, dated July 14th, 1853 :-— 

“ Brother Farnham will inform you that I have offered myself to go 
on a mission, since which I feel myself recovering.” What can the 
public think of this man and his base and ungrateful insinuations 
against the servants of the Lord. Whatever they may think of Mor- 
monism will they not look upon him with that degree of contempt 
and reproach which is the just reward of every ingrate. 

Just preceeding the insinuations referred to, the writer expresses 
himself as follows :—“ Having exposed this wicked imposture that has 
heen palmed upon the world, itis easy to see from whence came the 
Revelation relative to the eternity of the spirit of man,* and the per- 
mission for a plurality of wives, as well as from whence came many 
other Revelations of theirs.” 

What will the honestly inclined portion of the public think, when 
they are informed that the “ Great Ocean of Truth,” referred to in his 
letter is the “ Eternity of the Spirit of man, and the permission fer a 
r of wives,” which he had more fully become acquainted with, 
by a perusal of “The Deseret Extra,” and that it was after see- 
ing this “ Great Ocean of Truth’’ that he offered’ himself to goon a 
mission ; and that, all this time, he was as well acquainted with the 
“Great First Cause” as he can be now, having had it in his posses— 


© Hereis another instaace of his perversion. He ought to have written pre-existence 
(aot eternity) of the spirit of man. 


49 


sion, or under his command for upwards of four months, and having 
also spoken of it in the tighest terms, recommending it as the most 
suitable to present to the sceptic, after which might follow the “ ab- 
surdities immaterialism,” then the “ Divine authenticity of the book 
of Mormon.” 

It is true that all the time that there was something in the book 
of Mormon and the work referred to that did not accord with his views 
but this, he has not presented to the public, but we shall do it for him 
before we have done with him. 

In conclusion he writes “I defy them to extricate themselves from 
the position in which Orson Pratt has placed them, by deifying matter, 
or, from that which the founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith, pro- 
mulgated, amounting to the same, but greatly condensed, namely, that 
“ the meanest saint in, the church, if faithful, would go on from one 
degree of glory and power to another, until he would be equal to 
(* the material”) God'himself. This is the fundamental doctrine of 
the heads of the Mormons, who bait their traps and lay their snares 
for the feet of the unwary !” | 

If we are to believe the scriptures it did not require O. Pratt to 
deify matter, for Jesus Christ was a material man, and their testimony 
is that in him dwelt the “ FuULNEss OF THE GODHEAD BODILY,” and. 
that he was the express image of His Father’s person, Christ’s per- 
sonage consisted of flesh and bones, (query, are thy material) for 
it is recorded “the word was made flesh and dwelt among us,” and 
when the Saviour shewed himself to his disciples after his resurrec- 
tion he said unto them “ a Spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me 
have.” No wonder then! that we find the Lord having his feet 
washed by, conversing ard walking with Abraham, wrestling with 
Jacob, speaking to Moses face to face, &c. 

From the foregoing it will be evident that, so long as the Mor- 
mons are willing to abide by the truth there will be no necessity for 
an attempt to extricate themselves from the position they are in, in re- 
lation to this matter as to the “ fundamental doctrine of the heads 
of the Mormons” it is the true doctrine of Scripture and this he knew 
well, and there is no necessity of being surprised at this for the scrip- 
ture came from the heads of that which the world call Mormonism. 

The heads of Mormonism are the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for 
it is the kingdom of God established in fulfilment of the words of the 
prophets in these the last day, and it will prevail. 

In proof of this fundamental doctrine we refer the reader to the 
following passages of the sacred scrip‘ures.—John 17, 20, to 23. 1st. 
John 3, 2. Rev. 14, 1. and 22, 4. . 

It is cheering for us to know that forthe welfare of the honest i 
heart, and for the honour and glory of God, that the time is drawing 
near when error and unrighteousness in every shape will be entirely 
banished from the earth, and that truth and righteousness shall have 
a transcendent victory over the host of enemies with which it has had 
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to struggle through this age of darkness, superstition, and ignorance, 
when indeed “ the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the great deep.” —S. E. D. 


A REPLY TO THE “CHRISTIAN HERALD,’ ON THE PLU- 
RALITY OF WIVES. 
(Continued from page 33 ) in 
So far from Christ abolishing polygamy, he re-established it, in its purity. 
In abolishing the ceremonial law of Moses, he only abolished that which had 
been added (because of the transgression of the people), to the Gospel, 
which was preached to the patriarch Abraham, (see Gal. 3), in whom all 
the families of the earth were blessed. “The law of Moses did not bless 
afl the families of the earth.’ The Mosaic or ceremonial law was an iater- 
mediate system, the Gospel being known and obeyed for ages previous to the 
days of Moses; consequently, when Jesus came, he re-introduced the Gos- 
pel, with all its blessings, so far as the people would receive them; and he 
only abolished those Jaws and institutions of the Mosaic econumy which were 
added to the Gospel. 

It follows, then, of necessity, that polygamy being a part of the Gospel, as 
well as being observable under the Mosaic dispensation, was not abolished 
when Jesus came, but continued after the law of Moses, as before, a principle 
of the unchanging, everlasting Gospel of Salvation. 

As “ for man to write a bill of divorcement and put away his wife,” being 
“ contrary to the original law and intention of God.’ This is strictly in 
accordance with Mormonism, as are all the other truths of the Bible. 

But this is not the case with the sectarian world, as the following extract 
from the New-York Evangelist, respecting a case of polygamy im the 
Presbyterian Dukotah Mission will show :— 


“ EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES oF THE PRESBYTERY OF RIPLEY, MET 
AT SarpiniE, Aprit 13, 1843.” 

“Presbytery took up the reference from the church of Lacquiparle, viz : 
A man, before hearing the Gospel, had taken two wives, by each of which he 
has children nearly grown and smaller. They are both pleased to dwell 
with him. He, having heard the word of God, and believing there is no 
salvation except in Jesus Christ, desires admission to the privileges of the 
church. Shall we require him to put away one of his wives? and if so, | 
were is our Scripture authority for so doing ? 

“Signed, T. S. WILLIAMSON, 
S. Rigas,” 


“ REPLY OF PRESBYTERY. | 
‘Dear Brethren—We have duly considered the question you referred to 
us. The following was moved and carried as the answer of a majority of 
one, viz. : “ We dare not say, requirchim to put her away.” The majority 
were of opinion, that there is not sufficient warrant for such a requisition, . 
The minority alleged, that Math. ii. 14—16, Mark x. 2—29, are sufficient 
warrant for requiring him to put her away, that the Saviour condemns all 
departures from the original institution, and no mention is made of any 
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practising polygamy being received into the apostolical churches, and that, 
of course, there can be no authority for receiviug any now, who live in the 
violation of the original institution of marriage. i 

“Upon the whole, we deem it the safest to adhere strictly to the original 
institution, as no exceptions are found in the New Testament, and the 
Saviour clearly condemns all departures made in the Old. 

“ Signed, Jesse H. Lockwarr, 

Stated Clerk.” 


The applicant was not received by the church.” How forceably the 
above extract depicts the deplorable condition of modorn Christendom, with 
its no revelation doctrine, and ante-apostolic institutions. Had their charch 
been built upon the foundation of apostles aod prophets, they might have 
enquired the mind of the Lord, as Moses did in the case «f the defiled men, 
who had not pariaken of the passover. See Num. ix.6—12 Here is a 
model of Christendom, with its wanc of unanimity, understanding and 
knowledge, the true cause of which is their want of authority and the Holy 
Ghost. How can men, destitute of the Spirit that dictated the Scriptures, 
understand them. | | 

For the want of this knowledge, here are three persons refused salvation. 
The reasons assigned for this are founded upon two passages of Scriptare. 
The first of which has no more relation to the subject than darkness has to 
light. It informs us of Joseph taking the child Jesus and his mother down 
into Egypt; and ‘as to the second passage, Mark x. 2—9, if the Synod had 
not been surrounded with the “darkness that covers the earth,” and 
had their minds not been filled with the “gross darkness that covers the 
people,” they never would have wrested this reference to the beginning of the 
creation, from the import and application given to it by Christ himself. It 
is plain from this passage, that the sexes were made for each other, and that 
both the single and divorced estate are not only contrary to the law of God, 
but they are unnatural states. 

The reader, by reference to the passage, will see that the question under 
consideration was divorce ; for convenience, we will extract :-— ! 

“ And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, is it lawful for a man 
to put away his wife? tempting him. And He (Jesus) answered and said 
unto them, What did Moses command you? And they said, Moses suffered " 
to write a bill of divorcement and put her away. And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, For the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this precept. 
But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife, 
and they twain shall be one flesh, so then they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together let no man pat asunder.” 

Were we to go into any Bible class in any of the Sabbath Schools, and 
question the children upon this passage, we, should receive something like 
the following answer. S : 

Question.— What is the subject of these verses Answer.— Divorce. 
Ques.—By whom was it originated? Ans.—By the “Pharisees. Ques.— 
For what end did they introduce it? Ans—That they might tempt Christ, 
Ques.--To whom did Christ refer them? Ans.—To Moscs. Ques.— 
they answer, if so, how? Ans.--They answered, that Moses suffered 
write a bill of divorcement and put her away. Ques.—Did Christ give an 
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unqualified approval of this law? Ans.—No. Ques.—What reason did 
Christ — for this law? Ans.—The hardness of their hearts. Ques.— 
What proof did Christ give that it was on account of the hardness of their 
hearts that Moses permitted divorce? Ans.—That it was not so from the 
beginning of creation, for God made them male and female. Ques.—What 
do you understand from the expression ; God made them male and female ? 
Ans.—That the one was made for the other. Ques.--Was it ever intended 
that they should be separated? Ans.—No, for Christ said, what therefore 
God hath joined together let no man put asunder. Ques.—How did the 
Pharisees tempt Christ, by questioning him in relation to divorce? Ans.— 
They thought by so doing to lead him to condemn the laws of marriage, as 
established by Moses. Ques.—Did Christ condemn these laws? Ans.— 
No, but he referred to them. Ques.—Does Christ’s reference to the law of 
Moses, imply an unqualified approval of the same? Ans.—It does, with the 
éxception of the law of divorce, which was only permitted on account of the 
hardness of their hearts. Ques.—Is there anything im these passages that 
has reference to a man having more wives than one? Ans.—No, it only 

aks against a man putting away his wife. Ques.—Is there anything in 
this passage that should prevent a having more wives than one being 
received into the Church of Christ? Ans.—No, for Christ refers to the law 
of Moses, which permitted a mau to have more wives than one; and besides 
that, many of the ancient saints had more wives than one. Ques —But was 
it not sinful for the ancient saints to have more wives than one? Ans,— 
No, for we read that the Lord not only gave David his own wives, but he 
also gave into his heart the wives of his master, Saul ; and he further says, 
that if these had not been enough, he would have given him more; and you 
know that there is no unrighteousness in God. Ques.—Would it be 
wrong, therefore, to require a man who had more wives than one, to put all 
away except one? Ans.—It would, for Christ says, “ what therefore God 
hath joined together let no man put asunder.’’ Ques.—What is the condi- 
tio of those who require a man to put away his wife or wives? Ans.— 
They are hard-hearted. 

. Brom the above there are two things manifest. Ist. That Christ did not 
abolish the law of Moses in relation to marriage. 2nd. That the marriage- 
covenant of those who are joined together by God is indissoluable. God does 
nothing himself, but revealeth his secrets to his servants the prophets. 

(To be continued.) 


NINTH GENERAL EPISTLE. 


Or THE PRESIDENCY OF THe cHURCH OF Jesus CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, FROM 
GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY, TO THE SAINTS SCATTERED AGROAD THROUGHOUT THE EARTH 


(F:om the Deseret News.) 


oved Brethren—It is with peculiar emotions of gratitude to our heavenly Father, 
tHe we address you at the present time—a period in the history of this last dispensation 
when the Chief Corner Stones of the House of the Lord are laid in the tops of the moun- 
tains, according to the predictions of ancient Prophets, and at the time previously sug gest- 


ed by us. | 
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While the movements of the heavens and the earth, and all things connected therewith, . 
betoken the speedy fulfilment of the visions and revelations, and prophecies cqgcgrnipg the 
latter-days, preparatory to the second coming of the Son of Man, we gajoice thas the God 
of Abraham has prepared a biding-place for His people, amid the valleys of the everlast- 
ing hills, where we have been permitted, for afew years, to dwell in safety, far removed 
from the fire aud blood that have been poured out upon the Saints in former years, by those 
who feared not God, neither regarded man. : 

Since our last Epistle, of October 13, 1852, we know of but few ticulars that have 
transpired among the various nations of the earth. But we know that the revelations of 
Jesus Christ are true, and that peace is taken from the earth, and these who will not re- 
ceive and obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ, when they hear it, will grow worse and worne, 
in evil passions, strife, war, and blood, until the wicked shall haye overthrown the wicked, 
and destroyed themselves from the face of the earth, that Jesus may have the privilege to 

unmolested in the midst of those that love bim. 

o mail has béen received from the east since last November, and a part of that is still 
eached in the mountains, while the remainder was drawn over the snow drifts by hand. 
And, as yet, we have no certain information who was last elected President of the United 
States, or who is now President of the nation. 

During this long silence from the east, we have received two mails from California, by 
the south route, containing very little news. A few letters from various foreign missions, 
show an increase to the Church, and the spread of the Gospel, except in the Society Islands, 
from whence the Elders haye been banished by the French authorities, and the Saints for- 
bid to pray, even in their own houses. Elder Addison Pratt, and others have returned 
to the continent. Elder Cannon is translating the Book of Mormon into tho Owyhean 
language. Elder Woodard bas been banished from Italy, for teaching the truth, and pags- 
ed over into Switzerland, according to the command of the Saviour to his disciples sent 
forth to preach his Gospel—When they persecute you in one place, fles toanother. The 
brethren in Denmark have experiencod bitter persecutions, but the truth is spreading 
in every direction. 

Our population has become so numerous, and our settlements so extensive, that we osn- 
not give so many particular events and circumstances concerning the Saints at home, as 
hitherto. All the faithful and there are many with the spirit of 
peace, joy, and rejoicing ; general prosperity has atte their labours in the Valle 
from earliest arrival; and they heve no wish to exchange their location for any pel 
portion of the earth, or even to leave for a temporary absence, unless sent, by proper au- 
chery. to preach the Gospel. 

As it has been in all ages of the Church, soit is now, (and so it will continue while 
the net gathers all sorts of fish,) there are unfaithful members, they have a name to live, 
but are dead ; and being destitue of faith are destitute of good works, are fsgultfinders, 
backbiters, evil surmisers, false prophets, apostates. All such are fit subjects for the g 
mines, where probably most of will go, and we hope all such will go this spring, 
all that we ask of them is that they will pay their debts, go in peace, and choose 
god they please to worship. 

The Saints have been prospered exceedingly in the Valley ; and the abundance that has 
been poured out upon them, even till they had no room to receive, has been made the acca- 
aion of sloth, and wastefulness, insomuch that there will be a ter soarcity af flour be- 
fore harvest, than has been for years previous. With these Sings the Lord is pot well 
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a such repent speedily, they will find famjne instead of plenty 
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Domestic manufactures are improving, but not so fast as is desirable. Saw and 
mills have increased rapidly in the various settlements, but they cannot keep pace wi 
demand for flour, and especially for lumber. The tanneries are grades earevien. 
considerable leather has been produced, Our nail factories pr slowly. A menp- 
factory of combs has commenced. The fine comb from our mountain mahogany bids fair 
to supersede the necessity of ivory. Manufacturers of all kinds are wanted more extensive- 
y. and labour saving machinery, particularly for the hubbandman, so that the 
mers can reise the grain, and every machanic work at his own trade. ) 
The pr is flattering that many of these evils will soon be remedied by a supply of 
iron ware, in its various forms, from Iron County. One brief biast of the furnace, pro- 
duced twenty-five bundred of excellent pig iron, when the blast ceased for want of coal. 
The snow having been unuguaily deep on the mountains the past winter has prevented bring. 
ing wood and coal from the kanyons. Ano excellent pair of hand irons was exhibited 
Conference, as the first fruits of the iron foundry. 
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The large addition to the Lord’s Store House is comple'ed, and store houses general'y 
are in the various setilements. Much valuabie machinery has been added to the Temple 
shop. The extensive blacksmith, and joiner, and machine shops are on the Temple block 
where all the labour of the Temple is to be performed within the walls, the stone work of 
which is about one-fourth completed. The Social Hall was so far completed as to be or- 
cupied by socia) parties, and for dramatic entertainment the past winter. It was dedicated 
January Ist. 

Our sugar apparatus arrived too late for use last fall, a portion of it is now attached to 
the water wuiks of the public machine shop, and is engaged in making molasses, Expe- 
riments have rroved that the saccharine matter of the beet is superior in the valley, and we 
have the apparatus and means to make the various sweets from molasses to refined sugar, 
and the factory will be located on Big Kanyon Creck, ready tor use, next fall. 

January 2ist, the Legislature arouse from an arduous session of forty days, end were 
cheered with a social and happy entertainment by the Governor, the same evening. The 
lawe of the country are generaliy observed, and our courts are seldom troubled with a law- 
suit. Travellers occasionally quarrel wiih each other, and require a legal settlement ; other- 
wise our courts are nearly useless, there being no occasion touse them. The lodians have 
preserve'l their peaceful relations with each other, and the citizens generally. No serious 
or lasting outore.ks have occurred the past season, and a diposition for peace, and raising. 
bread, is increasiog. : 

The ljast accounts from the Eiders who went out last fall, were of their arrival at Sr, 
Louis, in sixty days from theirs departure. Those bound for China, Hindoostan, Austra- 
lia, and the Western Islands, left on the 20th Ocioter, aod at our latest dates, nearly all 
had shipped from San Francisco. 

The first severe fro:t last fall was on the 4th November, and the first snow to cover the 
ground in the city was on the l0th, three inches deep ; ani another on the 23rd, from one 
to two feet. The winter bas been cold and stormy, with many strong winds. February 
was very mild,and March generally very plraswit, and much farming and gardening was 
done. Many young fruit trees bave been transplanted this epring, and millions more 
would be if they could be had. Let the Saints ever remember to bring with them all 
choice se-ds, from ail parts of tte earth. 

Eiders Amasa Lyman and Charles &. Rich arrived on the [9th of December, and the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apastles have spent the winter in the Valley, with the exception of 
Orson Pratt, who is at Washington. 

February 14tb, in the presercs of an immense concourse of people, assisted by the Apostles 
and others, we broke the ground for the foundation of the Temple, and the day following 
preparations were commenced fur the erection of an Arsenal. 

Sister Hosea Stout died on the 11th of January, and ber infant afew days previous, and 
sister Thomas Rhoads on the Ith of February. We recollect no other deaths in the fami- 
lies of the mission Eiders, There is occasionally some sickness in the Valley, but it arises 
more from the seeds of old disease brought from foreign couatries, and imprudence, than 
from any thing unhealthy in our climate or location. 

The blook of Stone designed by the Deseret Legislature for the Washington Monument, 
has been prepared, and exhihited at this Conference, and will be forwarded to Washington 
at our first convenience. The device is a Bee-hive, in full operation, in the centre, en- 
circled by the convolvulus, &c., with the description, ** Holiness to the Lord. Daeseret."’ 

The 6h of April dawned upon our city, in ali theeffulgence of a lovely vernal morn ; 
ss though the bright laminary ofday, was typical of the Sun of Righteousness. and about 
to open up a new dispensation on tbe face of our snow-covered, rock-bound Valley. A 
more lovely day never dawned onearth ; the sun, the sky, the atmosphere, the earth appeared 
peither too cokl, nor tov hot, nor lukewarm ; but ail seemed filied with life, LiFs, 
adapted in all their several temperamenis to each soul, to cheer, and to make happy every 
individual of the many thousands of aged, middle aged, and youth, who had assembled from 
the nenr and remote parts of this inhabited Valley, to altendthe Genera! Aunual Coofer- 
ence, and witness the laying of the Corner Stones of the House of the Lord, that for ages 
the Prophets have forewid should be erected to the name of the God of Jacob, in the “ tops 
of the mountains.” 

So immense was the assemblage of the Saints, on the opening of the Conference, at ten 
o'clock. A. M., that the ingress or egress of twenty-five bundred at the Tabernacle was 
scarcely missed, Or noticed by the multitude withoat, After the opening of the Conference 
_by singing and prayer in the Tabernacle, the general authorities of the Church, surround- 
ed by escorts, guards, police, martiel music, instrumental bands, and choir, with the Na- 
tional Flag unfurled from its topmost stalf, the ensigns of the various bands and escorts 
floating in the breese, and the, beaner of ** Zion’s Workmen" towering aloft, proceeded t6 
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the Temple ground, and after singing by the choir, the fi.st Presideney laid the Souch 
East Corner Stone of the Temple, followed by an oration from Presievt Young, prayer 
by President Kimball, and singing by the choir. , 

The Presiding Bi:hop and Counci!, with the Presidents of the lesser Priesthood and 
Coovncil. laid the South West Corner Stone. 

The President and Council of the High Priests’ Quorum, with the President of this Steke 
of Zion, and High Council, laid the North West Corner Scone. : 4 

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, with the first Presidency of the Seventies, and the 
President and Council of the Elders’ Quorum, laid the North Esst Corner Stone 

The laying of each Corner Stone was followed by an oration, prayer, ani singing, in the 

same order as at the South East Corner Stone. And all those orations. prayers, and 
hymns, are in print, as part of the minutes of the Conference, and will accompany this 
Epistle, in the next Number of the Deseret News, 
- “The Corner Stones now rest in their several positions, about sixteen feet below the sur- 
face of the eastern bank, beneath the reach of mountain floods, when the edifice shall be 
completed, and so deep beneath the surface, that it will cost roboers and mobs too mach 
lubour to raze it to its foundation, leaving not one stone upon another, asthey did with 
the Temple at Jerusalem. , 

The work for the redemption and sa'vation of Israel has commenced, as it were, anew on 
the earth, which makes Satan mad, and causes devils to howl, But their doleful moans 
are not heeded by theSaints in the mcuntains, their hearts are cheered to press forward 
with all their energies, to complete the Lord’s House, as speedily as porsible. And all the 
Saints abroad who want to become partukers in blessings in the House of the Lord, with the 
Saints in the Valley, and who cannot come immed'‘at-ly to work in person, car, by one, 
process, and one only, reap the blessings they desire, and thet is by being humble, keep- 
ing all the commandments, being diligent in business. Gather up the good things of the 
earth as fast as you possibly can, in uprightness, and send yoar gold, and silver, and pre- 
cious stones, and every thing that you can, which may be useful to us, in forwarding the 
work we bave commenced. Ard let all who ¢an, come home without delay, and put their 
own hands to the work. \ 

If the kinxs of the earth would beeome nursing fathers, and q 1eens woul! become 
ing mothers, tothe Israel of God ; and the nubiles, ard the great ones of the earth would 
secure a hid:‘ng-place from the storm, and the tempest, and the plagues, and the fire, and 
the sword, that Grd will cause to psss through all lands, to depopulate the nations on ac- 
count of their great wickedness ia his sight—let them, with the Saints from every clime, 
forward their rich treasurers, to beaut'fy and adorn the House of the Lord, that He may 
have a pleasant place to lay His bead on the earth, where those kings and queens and nobles 
may dei glit to visit, and where they may rest in peace, and learn the will of heaven con- 
we them, by inquiring of the servants of the most High God, concerning their king- 

oms. 

The Perpetual Emigrating Funds are in a prosperous condition, although, from sarround- 
ing circumstances, but a small portion is available for use this season. it is only about 
three and a half years since this method of assisting the Saints to gather was first suggest- 
ed ; and the report of the recorder, at this Conference, exhibits the actual fund by valua- 
tion in part, now on record, in this place, about 22.009 dollars, but a considerable portion 
thereof min oxen, and wagons, and property. which will take till another season to tura to 
advantage ; also, in addition to the above, there is abont 11,500 do!jars due trom indivi- 
duals who baye been assisted by the Company, making a total of about 34 000 dollars, in- 
dependent of what has been gathered in England and other places the last sig months, of 
which we have no account, 

With the blessings of Providence, most, or all of these faods will be brought forth~to the 
assistance of the emigration of the poor, one year hence. Therefore let not the Sainis 
stay their hands, but let books be opened, and donations be received by the Presidents of 
all the various missions of the Latter-day Saints upon the whole earth, to belp the Perpe- 
tusl Emigrating Fuod, and the Saints to come home. And let all whocan, come without 
delay, and not wait to be he'ped by these funds, but leave them to help those who ecaanot 
help themselves, 
_ Twenty five Eiders have been appointed on various missions, during the Conference 
just closed ; namely, two to China, two to the United States, twenty-one to Engiand or Ku- 
rope, whose names will appear in the Conference minutes. These Kiders will co-operate 
with the Eiders already in the several couatries where they are going, and be subject to the 
council of the Presidency already established in their several loostions. Those destined 
for Europe, will journey by the South Pase and the United States ; and those for China, 
will go by California ; and all will take theis departure in a few days, or apostatize, 


